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Hello! | am the new Coordinator for International Relations, and my name is Naomi Oya. | am a fourth generation
Japanese-Canadian and a third generation Chinese-Canadian. | was born and raised in Vancouver, British Golumbia. With
my father's influence, | began studying Japanese at the age of 8, but | was unable o carry on a conversation. After entering
university, | buckled down and within two years | was able to converse.

The summer after | turned 14, | home stayed in Tokyo and Nobeoka city in Mivazaki Prefecture. It was a short 2 weeks,
but during that time | became more and more interested in Japan. In 2012, | was a study abroad student at the Nagasaki
University of Foreign Studies. Being able to focus only on studying Japanese for a year was an experience that | am grateful
for. Last November, | applied to the JET Programme, and in April | began working at the Fukushima International
Association. There are enough new experiences and work to fill a mountain right now, but being able to do something new
every day, and to learn everyday is also what | consider happiness.

While | was studying in Nagasaki, | was able to experience tastes of Japanese culture. | studied the many traditional arts
such as calligraphy, flower arranging, kimono wearing, and tea ceremony. | was also able to try traditional Japanese sports
such as archery, aikido and kendo. In being able to experience so many different parts of Japanese culture, | was able to
get a feel for the depth of Japan's unigue culture. | was allowed to take part in the tea ceremony club at the university, and
so | would like to continue my study of tea ceremony if possible. In Canada, | studied calligraphy when | was younger, and
am therefore interested in Japanese calligraphy as well.

When | arrived in Fukushima | was full of insecurities and nervousness, but seeing what a quiet a beautiful city | had come
to, | felt instantly calm. The colleagues that came to pick me up told me “before you
arrived, it rained every day! But now it's sunny!” Hearing this, it felt as though Fukushima
itself was welcoming me, and asking me to enjoy my time here. “From now on, I'll be
living here.” This thought resounded from deep within me.

On my first Sunday in Fukushima and my fifth day in Japan, | was able to go
sightseeing within the prefecture, and had a very enjoyable outing day. | went to
Azumakofuji, the Skyline, Kanonji River's Cherry Blossom route, and the Five-Coloured
Ponds. As expacted, Fukushima has a natural beauty that shines even next to Canada’s
world-renowned nature.

| am very excited to be able to work here in Fukushima and to meet so many different
people. There are still a lot of things that | don't know, so | will be in the care of the people
of Fukushima. My Japanese is lacking in many aspects, so | will be grateful for
everyone’s guidance. I'm looking forward to meeting everyone.
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